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(32' 2J"N, 1I0' 56'E), Laoying. I 'i'. 7. ix, 2004, CoIL H. M. Cheng & Z. S, Zhang 
(MHBU); Lichuan pO' IS 'N, IOS ' 56'E): near Tenglong Cave, 31. viii. 2004, ColI. H. 
M. Cheng & Z. S. Zhang (MHBU); Lichuan: Taipingtang, 1 <.t. 30. viii. 2004, Coli . H. M. 

Cheng & Z. S. Zhang (MHBU); Shiyan ()2' 36'N, IIO'42'E), 30 'i'. 28';x . 2001. CoIL G. 
M. Tang & Z. S. Zhang (MHBU); Xuan'en, Jiaoyuan (30' OI'N. 109' 26'E). 5'i'. 30. 
viii. 2004, Coil. H. M. Cheng & Z. S. Zhang (MHBU); Hunan: Zbangj iajie (29"06 'N, 
110' 24 'E), let 19. vi ii. 1990, Coil. M. S. Zhu (MHBU); Suining (26' 3S'N, 
1I0' 10·E). 2 'i'. 2, ix. 2004. CoIL M. S. Zhu (MHBU); Guizhou, Kaili (26' 30'N. 
107' 54'E). 9'i'. 3. x, 1997, Coli. H. M. Cheng (MHBU); Daozhen, Yuheba. I 'i' . 
24. viii. 2004, Coi l. Z. S. Zhang (MHBU); Shaanxi: Foping (33"32'N, IOS' E), 6 Q, 12. ix. 

2004; Coil. H. M. Cheng & Z. S. Zhang (MHBU); Shandong: Jinan (36' 40 'N , I 17' OO'E). 

3. viii . 1983 (MHBU); Longkou (37' 39'N. 120' 2I'E). I 'i'. 8. vii, 1980 (MHBU); 
Chongqin: Chengkou (3I ' S8'N. IIS ' 40'E), lao l <.j>, 13. viii. 2003, Coil . J. X. Zhang et 

al. (MHBU), 

Diagnosis: The species is similar to A. bislrioto (Figs. 7·16), but can be distinguished 

from the latter by the presence of two patellar apophyses, the complicated embolic apex, 

the centrally placed, not T·shaped conductor, the small, translucent, membranous median 

apophysis of male, and by the small atrium and the posteriorly closed spermathecae of 
female . 

Distribution: China: Hebei , Beijing, Henan, Shandong, Shaanxi, Hubei , Hunan, 

Guizhou, Chongqing, Sichuan, Shanxi, Zhejiang; Korea. 

3. Allagelena graci/ens (C. L. Koch), comb. nov. (Figs. 23·28) 

Age/ena graci/ens C. L. Koch, 1841 : 59, Fig. 635 (presumably lost); Lehtinen. 1967: 209; de Blauwe. 
1980: II. Figs. 15-19; Robens. 1995: 242. Fig. 

Age/ena simi/is Keyserling, 1863: 374, pI. 10, Figs. 2·3; Dahl. 193 1: 15, Figs. 21·23. 
Age/ena gracilis Simon, 1864: 212. 

Specimens examined: Switzerland: 50, (NMBS). 

Diagnosis: The species is similar to A. bislriala (Figs. 7-16), but can be distinguished 

from the latter by the sharp patellar apophysis, the different end of conductor of male, and 

the separated copulatory ducts and the long spermathecal head of female. 

Distribution: Mediterranean to Central Asia. 

4. Allagelena opulenta (L. Koch), comb. nov. (Figs. 29·34) 

Agolena opl/lema L. Koch. 1878: 757, pI. 15. Figs. 20. 
Agolenajaponica Karsch. 1879: 98. pI. I, Fig. 17. 
Agelenajaponica: BOsenberg & Strand, 1906: 297, Fig. 6. 
Age/ena apI/lema: 80senberg & Strand, 1906: 298, pl. 16, Fig. 467; Lee, 1964: 65, Figs. 24a-c; Lehti­

nen, 1967: 209; Song, Yu & Shang, 1981 : 85, Fig. 10; Hu, 1984: 205, Figs. 216.1-3; Yaginuma, 
1986: 138, Fig. 73.3; Chen & Gao, 1990: 116, Figs. 145a-b; Song, Zhu & Chen, 1999: 354, Figs. 
205t, 206I·J; Kim & Tak, 2001: 123 , Figs. 8a-c:. 

Specimens examined: JAPAN: 20. Nara Prefecture. Ikaruga-cho, IS .x. 2003. 
Coil. M. Sekine (MHBU). 
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Diagnosis: The species is similar to A. bis/ria/a (Figs. 7-16), but can be distinguished 

by the complicated patellar apophyses, different shapes of retrolateral tibial apophysis, 

embolus, conductor and median apophysis, small tegular process of male, oval epigynal 
atrium, elliptic copulatory ducts, and by the spermalhecal heads of female placed in a 
median position. 

Dislribution: Japan; China; Korea. 

Notes on nlalionships of the Chinese genera of AgeJenidae 

Five agelenid genera are known from China: Age/ena Walckenaer, 1805 (14 species), 

BenoiliQ Lehtinen, 1967 (I species), Huangyuania Song & Li, 1990 (1 species), Tege­

naria Latreille, 1804 (2 species) and AUage/ena gen. nov. (3 species). They share traits 

like general appearance, feathery hairs throughout the body, two transverse eye rows, 

chelicerae with 3 promarginal and 2-8 retromarginal teeth, three tarsal pectinate claws, 

paired coluius, widely spaced anterior spinnerets and usually a pair of long two­

segmented posterior spinnerets. · 

In the taxonomic table shown in Lehtinen (1967), three of these genera, Age/ena, Be­

noitia and Tegenaria were placed in his subfamily Ageleninae. The former two genera 

were assigned to the Agelenini group and the third to the Tegenariini group. The main 

difference is the eye rows. Tegenaria has nearly straight eye rows, while the other two 

genera have strongly procurved eyes. Huangyuania and AI/age/ena have the same eye 

rows as Age/ena and Benoitia. Tegenaria, therefore, appears far removed from the other 

four Chinese genera. If the procurved eye rows are considered specialized, Tegenaria 

may be the most generalized genus among them. The other primitive and unusual charac­

ter of Tegenaria is the arcuately curved, sulci form conductor. 

Among the other four genera, because of the saccate copulatory ducts and the pres­

ence of female epigynal spermathecal heads, the new genus proposed here, AI/age/ena, 

may be a sister group of the type genus, Age/ena. The differences among them are clear, 

as mentioned under the diagnosis of Allagelena. Agelena + Allagelena may be closer to 

Benoitia, than Huangyuania, because these three genera (Age/ena , Allagelena + Benoilia) 

have the palpaJ patellar apophysis and the more or less sclerotized conductor of male, the 

large, unslit-like epigynal atrium of female and the longer distal segment of PLS. The 

particular characters of Benoilia are the second leg shortest, the turbinately curved, sulci­

form conductor and two separated small epigynal atrium of female. Huangyuania. with 

simple female epigynum and the unsclerotized conductor of male, may be the primitive 

group of these four genera with strongly procurved eye rows. 
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Figs. [·6. Age/ella labyrilllhica (Clerck): I, male. dorsal view; 2-4, left palpa! organ; 2, 
prohllcral view: 3, ventral vicw; 4, rctro[atcral view); 5-6, cpigyne (5, vcntral view: 6, dorsal 

vicw). Scale bars: l- [mm, 2-6=O.2mm. Abbreviations: a, atrium; c, conductor; cd, copulatory 

ducl; co, copulatory opening; e, embolus; rd, fenilization ducl; ha, lateral tibial apophysis; mao 

median apophysis; pa, patellar apophysis; RTA, retrolateraltibial apophysis: s, spcrmathecae: sa, 

spermalhecal apophysis; sh, spermathccal head; sl, subtegu lum; t, tegulum; la, tegulaT apophysis. 
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7 

10 \I ~ 12 

Figs. 7·16. Allagelcfla bistriata (Grube): 7, male, dorsal view; 8, cephalothorax, front view; 9, 

chelicera, ventral vicw; 10, left palp ofmalc, prolatcra l view; ]1, same, venlral view; 12, same, 

rctrolatcral vicw; 13-16, female epigynum; 13·14, ventral vicw; 15- 16, fema le vulva, dorsal vicw. 

Scale bars: 7=l mm, 8-16=O.2mm. Scale bars: 7 = I mm, 8-16 "" 0.2 mm. 
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Figs. 17-22. Allagelenll difficilis (Fox): 17, male. dorsal view; 18-20. left palpal organ: 18, 

prolatcral vicw: 19. ventral view: 20, retrolaleral view); 21-22. cpigync (21. ventra l view; 22. 
dorsal view). Scale bars: 17 " I mm, 18-22 = 0.2 mm. 
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24 25 26 

Figs. 23·28. AI/age/ella grocilen.J (C. L. Koch): 23, male, dorsal view; 24·26, left pa lpa l or­

gan (24, prolatcral view; 25. ventral view; 26, retrolaleral view); 27-28. epigync (27, ventral 
view; 28. dorsal view). Scale bars: 23 = 1 mm, 24-28 = 0.2 mm. 



2006 Zhang cl al.: On Chinese Agelenidae (Araneae) 89 

29 

Figs. 29·J4. AI/age/ella opl/lel/fa (L. Koch): 29, male, dorsal view; 30-32, left palpaJ organ 

(30. prolatcral view: J J, ventral view; 32. retrolateral view); 33-34, cpigyne (33 . ventral view; 34, 

dorsal view), Scale bars: 29: I mm, 30-34 = 0.2 mm. 


